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Congratulations to the 2023 Graham County Spelling Bee winner Annabelle 

Gamez, an 8th grader from Safford Middle School. Riley Ogden, 7th grader 

from Solomon Elementary School is the 2023 runner-up.  Annabelle will 

represent Graham County at the Arizona State Spelling Bee on March 18th 

at the Madison Center for the Arts in Phoenix.  Congratulations to            

Annabelle and Riley and to all of our spellers!                                                                                            

Our students have been involved with sports, choir, orchestra, FFA, FBLA 

and other leadership competitions.  Graham County always comes out on 

top and we are all very proud of these accomplishments and the personal 

growth that is fostered by these activities.  It wouldnôt happen without the 

parents and coaches and all other school employees/volunteers who give 

so much time and energy to our students.  Congratulations and thank you 

for representing us so well!   

Speaking of leadership, I was pleased to attend the recent Safford High 

School Hall of Fame event where three extremely deserving individuals 

were inducted:  Marge Schade, owner of the Pepsi Bottling Company, 

Frank Gutierrez, SUSD employee and coach since 1976, and Herman    

Andrews, National, AZ State and now SHS Hall of Fame coach.  These  

inductees are examples of true loyalty and support of their district(s).    

 Congratulations to everyone at every level of participation! 
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